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School Questions   
Chicago (Booth)  Essay 1: How will a Booth MBA help you achieve your immediate and long-term post-MBA career goals? 

(Minimum 250 words, no maximum.) 
 Essay 2: An MBA is as much about personal growth as it is about professional development. In addition to sharing 

your experience and goals in terms of career, we’d like to learn more about you outside of the office. Use this 
opportunity to tell us something about who you are… (Minimum 250 words, no maximum.) 

 Optional: Is there any unclear information in your application that needs further explanation? (Maximum 300 
words.) 

 Reapplicant: Upon reflection, how has your perspective regarding your future, Chicago Booth, and/or getting an 
MBA changed since the time of your last application? (Maximum 300 words.) 

Columbia (CBS)  Essay 1: Through your resume and recommendations, we have a clear sense of your professional path to date. 
What are your career goals over the next three to five years and what, in your imagination, would be your long-
term dream job? (500 words) 

 Essay 2 and 3: Please respond to two (2) of the three (3) essay questions listed below: 
o The Phillips Pathway for Inclusive Leadership (PPIL) is a new co-curricular program designed to ensure that 

every CBS student develops the skills to become an ethical and inclusive leader. Through PPIL, students attend 
programming focused on give essential diversity, equity, and inclusion skills: Creating an Inclusive 
Environment, Mitigating Bias, Communicating Across Identities, Addressing Systemic Inequality, and 
Managing Difficult Conversations. Tell us about a time you were challenged around one of these five 
skills.  Describe the situation, the actions you took, and the outcome. (250 words) 

o Why do you feel Columbia Business School is a good fit for you? (250 words) 
o Tell us about your favorite book, movie, or song and why it resonates with you? (250 words) 

 Optional: Is there any further information that you wish to provide the Admissions Committee? If so, use this 
space to provide an explanation of any areas of concern in your academic record or your personal history. This 
does not need to be a formal essay. You may submit bullet points. (Maximum 500 Words) 

Cornell (Johnson)  TBD 

Dartmouth (Tuck)  TBD 

Duke (Fuqua)  TBD 

Emory (Goizueta)  TBD 
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Georgetown 
(McDonough) 

 TBD 

HBS 
 

 Essay1: As we review your application, what more would you like us to know as we consider your candidacy for the 
Harvard Business School MBA program? 

INSEAD  TBD 

LBS  Essay 1: What are your post-MBA goals and how will your prior experience and the London Business School 
programme contribute towards these? (500 words) 

 Optional: Is there any other information you believe the Admissions Committee should know about you and your 
application to London Business School? (500 words) 

MIT Sloan  TBD 

Michigan (Ross)  Short Answer: Select one prompt from each group of the two groups below. Respond to each selected prompt in 
100 words or less (<100 words each; 200 words total).  

 Group 1 
I want people to know that I: 
I made a difference when I: 
I was aware that I was different when: 

 Group 2 
I am out of my comfort zone when: 
I was humbled when: 
I was challenged when:   

 Essay: What is your short-term career goal and why? (200 words) 
 Optional: Is there something in your resume or application that could use some explanation? You might want to 

discuss the completion of supplemental coursework, employment gaps, academic issues, etc.  Feel free to use 
bullet points where appropriate. 
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Northwestern 
(Kellogg) 

 Essay 1: Kellogg’s purpose is to educate, equip and inspire brave leaders who create lasting value. Provide a recent 
example where you have demonstrated leadership and created value. What challenges did you face and what did 
you learn? (450 words) 

 Essay 2: Values are what guide you in your life and work. What values are important to you and how have they 
influenced you? (450 words) 

 Reapplicant: Since your previous application, what steps have you taken to strengthen your candidacy? (250 
words) 

 Video Essay 1: Please introduce yourself to the admissions committee. 
 Video essay 2: What path are you interested in pursuing, how will you get there, and why is this program right for 

you? 
 Video essay 3: This question will be based on a challenge you've faced and what you've learned from it. 

NYU (Stern)   TBD 

Stanford (GSB)  Essay 1: What matters most to you, and why? 
 Essay 2: Why Stanford? 
 Additional Information: Both essays combined may not exceed 1,050 words. We recommend up to 650 words for 

Essay A and up to 400 words for Essay B. We often find effective essays that are written in fewer words. 
UC Berkeley (Haas)  TBD 

UCLA (Anderson)  Essay 1: How have recent events influenced the impact you would like to make in your community, career, or 
both? (250 words maximum) 

 Optional: Are there any extenuating circumstances in your profile about which the Admissions committee should 
be aware? (250 words maximum) 

 Reapplicants: Reapplicants may answer one or both of the essay questions above as options, and they must 
provide additional updates within text boxes given in the application for any new test scores, career developments, 
or other changes since their last application. 

U Penn (Wharton)  TBD 

UNC (Kenan-Flagler)  TBD 

USC (Marshall)  TBD 

UT Austin (McCombs)  TBD 
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UVA (Darden)  TBD 

Vanderbilt (Owen)  TBD 

Yale  TBD 
 


